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“Claim Your Territory”  
With New Utah Podcast 
 
 
It’s the stories of the people who came before us, it’s Utah’s past, present, and 
future, and it’s ready to be shared with you. 
 
A new weekly video podcast has been created in conjunction with the Old 
Capitol Storytelling Festival to be held in Central Utah March 22-26 -- and the 
podcast’s organizers would like to know if you have a Utah story to share.  
 
Hosted by Briana Smith and Clive Romney, the new “Claim Your Territory” 
podcast features not only professional storytellers, songwriters and historians, 
but also everyday people who have present-day and historical Utah stories to 
tell. As “Utah’s Storyteller” and PBS documentary maker Ken Verdoia says in one 
of the podcast’s first episodes already online, “The stories of the past and the 
stories of the present come together in a powerful fashion … The laughing and 
crying, the living and the dying.”  
 
That is exactly what “Claim Your Territory” is. These are the stories of life, of 
growth, and the hardships experienced to get us to where we are today. We, as 
humans, are on a constant roller coaster of goods and bads. We’re up one minute 
and down the next, just like we have been through all of history. 
 
Just like the present, the past had its own rickety wooden roller coaster of rock 
bottoms and greatest achievements. This new podcast explores the range of life 
for old-time ranchers, miners, midwives and children. It focuses on current 
realities being explored by high tech developers, rural artists, geologists and 
other change-makers.  
 
Each episode of “Claim Your Territory” lasts only 10 minutes, which is good 
news for people with busy schedules. To help listeners engage more with the 
storytellers, podcast interviews go beyond just audio and also show video of the 
interviews as they were taped. Current episodes feature guests who cover topics 
as diverse as Japanese internment camps, Native American music, the 
adrenaline rush of flying in a wingsuit, and saving Utah’s original Territorial 
Statehouse. Some of the storytellers headlining the Old Capitol Storytelling 
Festival at the end of this month are featured in the first seven episodes already 
online. These include Ken Verdoia, Native American flute player and storyteller 
Nino Reyos, songwriter/radio host Sam Payne and music producer/arts 
advocate Clive Romney. 
 
Next week 2,000 wristbands will be distributed to school children participating 
in festival-related storytelling assemblies throughout Central Utah. The 
wristbands’ imprinted message states, simply, “I am a Utah Story.” If you’re 
reading this article, it’s likely you too are a Utah story. Maybe it’s time to Claim 
Your Territory! 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
If you would like to suggest possible guests or topics for the 
“Claim Your Territory” podcast, contact Clive Romney at 
clive@upharts.org. 
 
To learn more about the Old Capitol Storytelling Festival, its 10 
concerts, 30 storytellers and tours in Fillmore, Delta and Snake 
Valley March 22-26, visit oldcapitolstoryfest.com.  
 
To see to the latest “Claim Your Territory” video podcasts, visit 
oldcapitolstoryfest.com/podcasts. 
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